
Title: The King Feels Compassion For You 

Passage: Mark 8:1-10 

 

Passage: Mark 8:1-10 

In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, he called his disciples to him 

and said to them, “I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been with me now three days and have 

nothing to eat. And if I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of them 

have come from far away.” And his disciples answered him, “How can one feed these people with bread here in 

this desolate place?” And he asked them, “How many loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven.” And he 

directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. And he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke 

them and gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the crowd. And they had 

a few small fish. And having blessed them, he said that these also should be set before them. And they ate and 

were satisfied. And they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. And there were about four 

thousand people. And he sent them away. And immediately he got into the boat with his disciples and went to 

the district of Dalmanutha. 

 

EXPOSITION 
 

Setting: Crowd in Desert 
Mark 1a 

In those days... 

 during time they were in Decapolis (Gentile area) 

Mark 8:1 

In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, 

 4,000 men (plus women and children) spent three days without food 

 

Question: What did Jesus do? 

Mark 8:1b 

he called his disciples to him and said to them, “I have compassion on the crowd” 

 Jesus calls those to Himself and tells them: “I have compassion” 

o A major statement (unique to all the Gospels where Jesus Himself says He has compassion - not 

merely a third-person descriptive term of Him) 

With Christmas, reminded of a new season 

 Before Christ 

o God was impassable (God was perceived as not experiencing emotion/passions/feelings - He had 

no body by which to feel) 

o God was always holy, righteous against sinners, hated sin 

 In Christ 

o God can feel compassion (God feels compassion for man as man) 

“To Feel Compassion” 

 Greek: splagchnizomai 



 Meaning: to be moved as to one's bowels, hence to be moved with compassion, have compassion (for 

the bowels were thought to be the seat of love and pity) 

 Deep, bowel-reaching feeling 

Compassion’s Cause 

Mark 8:2-3 

“I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. 

And if I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of them have come 

from far away.” 

 Jesus is reacting to circumstances (people without food in a desert) 

 Question: are you weak?  Do you realize you are weak?  Are you hungry for Him? 

o Jesus satisfies the weak who are weary. 

 Connect: Know that Jesus feels your hunger today.  He is compassionate. 

Hebrews 13:8 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

 If you don’t understand Jesus’ compassion, then you won’t truly repent of sins. 

 Jesus’ heart has enlarged through His ministry and crucifixion and resurrection 

John 13:1-4 

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the 

Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. During supper, when the devil 

had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had 

given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, rose from supper. 

He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 

 With Jesus’ focus on God’s glory, Jesus was compassionate.  How much more is Jesus compassionate 

now fully in God’s glory in heaven?! 

 Don’t doubt Jesus compassion for you today! 

Hebrews 4:14-16 

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold 

fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one 

who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the 

throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 Draw near to God in confidence! 

 Who? A sinner. 

 How?  Through Jesus (who is able to sympathize with your weaknesses) 

Isaiah 49:15-16 

Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion on the son of her womb? Even these 

may forget, yet I will not forget you. Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; your walls are 

continually before me. 

 God can never fail to feel compassionate for you (or otherwise God would fail to be God, which is 

impossible!) 



How is Jesus able to sympathize with our weaknesses? 

 Jesus endured Satan’s worst 

 Jesus took on the full gravity of all our sins.  

Hebrews 12:3-4 

Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or 

fainthearted. In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 

 In turn, Jesus knows true compassion. 

How Jesus shows His compassion 

Mark 8:4 

And his disciples answered him, “How can one feed these people with bread here in this desolate place?” 

 Past: Mark 6 (Jesus fed 5,000 Jewish men plus women/children) 

o Disciples either questioning Jesus power or Jesus’ compassion on the Gentile crowd 

Fast Foward 

Mark 8:10 

And immediately he got into the boat with his disciples and went to the district of Dalmanutha. 

Mark 8:14, 16-21 

Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one loaf with them in the boat...And they began 

discussing with one another the fact that they had no bread. And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why are 

you discussing the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are your hearts 

hardened? Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you not remember? When I 

broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” They said 

to him, “Twelve.” “And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take 

up?” And they said to him, “Seven.” And he said to them, “Do you not yet understand?” 

 Question: Do you still doubt the surplus of Christ’ compassion? 

 Answer: Did Christ not provide grace on the cross? 

o You cannot outrun Jesus mercy and out give Jesus grace 

o Jesus is at His best when we are at our worst/helpless. 

Mark 8:5-7 

And he asked them, “How many loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven.” And he directed the crowd to sit 

down on the ground. And he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and gave them to 

his disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the crowd. And they had a few small fish. And 

having blessed them, he said that these also should be set before them. 

 Jesus gave thanks. 

o He gave thanks for feeling compassion  

 Jesus set the bread before people 

o we cannot change hearts but we can set the Gospel before others. 

“Man’s dislike of God’s sovereignty arises from man’s suspicion of God’s heart.” 

 We distrust God on how He uses His compassionate power 

Romans 9:15 



For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 

compassion.” 

Psalms 103:11-13 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as 

the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion to his 

children, so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. 

 

Crowd’s Activity 

Mark 8:8-9 

And they ate and were satisfied. And they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. And there 

were about four thousand people. And he sent them away. 

 Crowd ate and were satisified 

 Question: Are you satisfied in Christ? 

Compare details of feeding miracles 

 5,000 Jewish men (plus women and children) vs. 4,000 Gentile men (plus women and children) 

 Small fish (Gentiles) vs. loaves of bread (Jews) 

 7 baskets leftover (one for each Gentile nation) vs. 12 baskets (12 tribes of Israel) 

 Point: Christ gave scrapes to Gentiles compared to the Jewish Feast yet the Gentiles were not any less 

satisfied than the Jews 

 Meaning: Jesus is compassionate for you.  He is sufficient for all your needs and desires. 

 We can never outrun God’s grace and mercy 

Romans 5:2 

Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of 

the glory of God. 

 

Future Vision 

Revelation 7:9-10 

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes 

and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm 

branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb!” 

 God shows compassion to all the nations.  How can we neglect so great a salvation! 

 When you run from God in shame, Jesus comes to you in grace.  His heart woos ours. 

Romans 12:1 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 

 Remember Jesus’ compassion ran red with His blood on Calvary to death. 

 

Related Verses - Compassion 

Matthew 9:36 

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 

without a shepherd. 

Luke 10:33-34 (Parable of Good Samaritan) 



But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. He went to 

him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to 

an inn and took care of him. 

Luke 15:20 (Parable of Prodigal Son) 

And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 

compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 

Psalms 78:35-38 

They remembered that God was their rock, 

the Most High God their redeemer. But they flattered him with their mouths; they lied to him with their 

tongues. Their heart was not steadfast toward him; they were not faithful to his covenant. Yet he, being 

compassionate, atoned for their iniquity and did not destroy them; he restrained his anger often and did not stir 

up all his wrath. 

Lamentations 3:22-23 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 

morning; great is your faithfulness. 

 

 


